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Needle-like 
leaves SEE PAGE 2

Broad leaves

Opposite  
branching SEE PAGE 4

Alternate 
branching SEE PAGE 6
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Needles

Short,        
scale-like, 

overlapping
CEDARS

Long, ½-18”

In bundles

2 needle 
bundles

RED PINE

5 needle 
bundles

WHITE

PINE

Single needles

Stiff, sharp, 4-
sided needles

RED

SPRUCE

Flat, pliable 
needles

Broad bases, 
twig smooth 
when  needle 

falls:

BALSAM FIR

Narrow bases, 
1/2" long:

HEMLOCK
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      ONE EXAMPLE OF THE CEDARS      RED PINE          WHITE PINE 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

            RED SPRUCE      BALSAM FIR                HEMLOCK 
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Opposite 
Broad 
Leaves

Compound 
leaves

Leaflets different 
in size and shape

BOX

ELDER

Leaflets similar in 
size and shape

WHITE

ASH

Simple 
leaves

Notches U-shaped 
between lobes

SUGAR

MAPLE

Notches 
V-shaped 
between 

lobes

Leaf surface smooth, 
teeth irregular size

RED

MAPLE

Leaf surface 
rough, teeth 
somewhat 
the same 

size

Fine-toothed, 
hairless, bark 

striped

STRIPED

MAPLE

Coarse-toothed, 
hairy twigs

MOUNTAIN

MAPLE
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         BOX ELDER            WHITE ASH           SUGAR MAPLE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          RED MAPLE               STRIPED MAPLE     MOUNTAIN MAPLE 
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Alternate 
Broad 
Leaves

Compound 
Leaves

Leaflets small (1  1/2" 
or less), leaves 6"-7"

MOUNTAIN

ASH

Leaflets large (1  1/2"-8") 
on large leaves

HICKORIES

Simple 
Leaves

Lobed OAKS

Continuously 
toothed or 

double-
toothed

Double-toothed 
small and large

SEE

PAGE 8

Teeth 
all the 
same 
size

Number of teeth 
same as number 
of veins; veins 

terminate at teeth

AMERICAN

BEECH

Teeth more 
numerous 
than veins

Leaf stem 
long

POPLAR

Leaf stem 
not long

BLACK

CHERRY
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  MOUNTAIN ASH        ONE EXAMPLE OF HICKORIES     ONE EXAMPLE OF OAKS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           AMERICAN BEECH      POPLAR (OR AMERICAN ASPEN)           BLACK CHERRY 
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From 
Page 6:

Base lopsided

AMERICAN

ELM

Base 
symmetrical

Bark not thin

Veins 
branched

IRONWOOD

Veins 
unbranched

AMERICAN

HORNBEAM

Bark thin 
with 

horizontal 
lenticels

Trunk yellow

YELLOW

BIRCH

Trunk 
white

Leaf 
triangular

GRAY BIRCH

Leaf oval
WHITE BIRCH
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  AMERICAN ELM                  IRONWOOD     AMERICAN HORNBEAM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      YELLOW BIRCH        GRAY BIRCH        WHITE BIRCH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Credits: Drawings from The Handbook of Vermont Trees, G.P. Burns and C.H. Otis, Rutland, VT: Charles E. Tuttle Co. (originally Bulletin No. 194, Vermont 

Agricultural Experiment Station): Key adapted from Tree Finder, May Theilgaard Watts, 1991, Rochester, NY: Nature Study Guild Publishers. 


